INTRODUCTION
The locations of the northeastern Mexico basins are shown in figure 1. Unconditional estimates by the USGS of oil and gas resources in these basins are given in table 1 and figures 2 and 3. Data supporting these estimates are supplied in table 2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT The resource assessment for this report was prepared under the guidance of the Resource Appraisal Group of the Branch of Oil and Gas Resources. The geologic investigation leading to the assessment was conducted by James A. Peterson. j~/ Quantity positive but data unavailable.
28° -
I/ Follows terminology outlined in USGS Circular 831.
COMMENTS
Exploration in the Sabinas basin is in its very initial stages. So far, we have reports on four successful wildcats, each of which is reported to be capable of production in excess of 10,000,000 cuft/day. Though no oil has yet been reported, the geologic investigation suggests that oil in some part of the basin is likely.
Giant fields are likely in the Sabinas and Parras basins owing to structural development, including salt and probable favorable Jurassic source rock. Overall stratigraphic thickness of Mesozoic units may be 30,000-40,000 feet.
The Sabinas and Parras basins reflect geologic conditions similar to those in the western United States from the overthrust belt east to the craton. Production from Jurassic and Cretaceous units will predominate.
The Burgos basin is an extension of the U.S. Western Gulf basin. Substantial production has been established from lower Tertiary rocks on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border. Production from Eocene and Oligocene rocks will predominate.
Giant fields are not likely in the Burgos basin owing to the state of maturity for exploration and the deltaic environment. Overall stratigraphic thickness of Tertiary rocks may exceed 40,000 feet.
